Real English Grammar



Introduction

To the teacher

This book is designed for both self-study and classroom use by intermediate to upper
intermediate level students.

It is organised according to grammatical categories (nouns, articles, tenses, adjectives etc), except
where some units focus on a lexical area as a more practical way of dealing with specific
grammatical problems (for example, the use of certain prepositions and of specific modals such
as would and could).

The book is organised in such a way that the ‘fundamental” issues of grammar (nouns, articles,
and verbs) are all dealt with in the first units of the book. Students can work through the book
from beginning to end, or they can be asked to dip into it to deal with specific grammatical
problems that they are experiencing.

There are passages of real English at the beginning of each unit which are designed to give the
student a ‘feel” of how the grammatical or lexical area is used in a real context. These texts can
be read by students individually, or they can be read aloud to the class, or you can play the audio
CD which can be used with this book to hear the texts read by native speakers at a natural speed.

In each unit, there are generally two pages of grammatical explanations with plenty of
examples, and then two pages of exercises. All the exercises are set in real contexts, and often
with characters that recur throughout the book who students may come to recognise and to
identify with.

At the back of the book there are tables of verb forms, irregular plurals, a pronunciation guide,
a guide to the structure of English sentences, and a brief look at American English for the
students to refer to if they need to.

The answers to the exercises are all contained in the booklet inside the back cover of the book
which you may let the students keep or not, as you choose.

To the student

This book is for learners of English who have already learnt the basics of English grammar and
who need to develop a deeper understanding of how English is used. You can start at the
beginning and work through the book if you want to, or you can choose any grammar topic that
you think you need to study, as the units are all self-contained. The texts at the beginning of
each unit should be read straight through to get a sense of their meaning, and you can also hear
them read aloud on the audio CD; then you can look at them more closely to see how the
language is used, in terms of the grammar focus of the unit. The grammar explanation boxes
all have clear headings so you can choose exactly what you want to work on in each unit.

Most of the exercises tell a story or are a conversation in progress. They test the grammar focus
of the unit and they also help you to learn more about how English is used in everyday life.
When you have finished them, you can use the handy answer key booklet inside the back cover
to check your answers.

At the end of the book there are useful lists of irregular verbs and of plural nouns. There is also
a pronunciation guide and information on the structure of English sentences and of terms such
as adjective and modal, and some brief notes on the differences between British and American
English grammar.

I had a lot of fun writing this book, and I hope you will enjoy getting to know the characters
and reading about their lives and enjoy getting a better understanding of real spoken and
written English.
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nouns, determiners, and pronouns 24 will, be going to, and shall 92
1 nouns (book, books) 2 25 future: review of present tenses, 96

2 a, an, and the will, and be going to

26 will be doing, will have done, 98

3 names and places with and 10
without the (the Andes, the was going to do
hospital, the Smiths) imperative, conditional, and passive
4 some and any 14 27 imperative (stop, don’t move) 102
5 this and these; that and those 18 28 conditional 1 (if you are ...) 106
6 subject and object pronouns 22 29 conditional 2 (if you were ...; 110
(I, me, who) if you had been ...)
7 possessive adjectives (my, his) 26 30 passive 1 (it is sold) 114
8 possessives (’s, s, of) 30 31 passive 2: special uses; have 118
9 possessive and reflexive 34 something done
pronouns (mine, myself) special verbs
10 empty subjects: there and it 38 32 make and do 122
11 nouns and verbs; group and 42 33 get 126
pair houns 34 say, tell, and ask 130
verbs present and past 35 bring, take, and fetch 134
12 present simple (I work) 46 modals
13 presept continuous (I am 50 36 can 138
working)
14 present simple and present 54 37 could 142
continuous 38 may and might 146
15 past simple and used to (I worked, 58 39 will and shall 150
I used to work) 40 would 154
16 past continuous (I was working) 62 41 must, have to, and need to 158
17 verbs rarely used in the 66 42 should, ought to, and had better 162
continuous 43 perfect modals (could have done, 166
perfect forms should have done)
18 present perfect simple (I have 70 44 modal verbs: review 170

ked
worked) adjectives, adverbs, quantifiers,

19 present perfect and past simple 74 and prepositions

20 present perfect continuous 76 L
(I have been working) » ajjeCtll)VCS (gﬁoi’ ha;;p v 17
21 past perfect simple (I had worked) 80 46 adverbs (well, happily) 178
47 comparative and superlative 182

22 past perfect continuous (I had 84

. adjectives and adverbs
been working)

48 modifiers (really, quite, awfully) 186
future with adjectives and adverbs
23 future: present simple, present 88 49

number quantifiers (many, 190
continuous, and be going to

a few)



50

51
52

53
54
55
56

amount quantifiers (no, a little,
a lot of etc)

quantifiers: review

space prepositions (at, in, off,
on etc)

time prepositions (in, on, at etc)
at, in, by, to

for and from

of

structure of sentences, clauses
and phrases

57

58
59
60

61

62

63

64

clauses (while Keith was
talking ...)

questions
answers and tag questions

reporting speech 1: statements
(and then she said ...)

reporting speech 2: questions
and instructions

relative clauses (... who lived
in Wales)

verb + to + infinitive (I hope to
win) and verb + ing form

(I enjoy winning)

verb + object + to + infinitive
(she taught him to drive)

194

198
202

206
210
214
218

222

226
230
234

238

242

246

250

65 preposition + ing form (he’s 252
good at skating)

66 verb + preposition (look at) 256

67 phrasal verbs (come in, put 260
away, give in to)

68 adjective + preposition (angry 266
with)

69 preposition + noun (in time, 270
for example)

70 conjunctions 1: simple (and, 274
but, or) and time (when, while,
as etc)

71 conjunctions 2: logic conjunctions 278
(if, because, so, unless, although)

Appendices

Table 1: types of words and their 282
use in sentences

Table 2: irregular past forms 286
Table 3: irregular noun plurals 288
Table 4: pronunciation 290

Table 5: American English grammar 292
Index 294

Answer key






